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The Hickory Public Schools Board of Education recognizes the critical role of parents in the education of
their children and in the schools.  Each parent is encouraged to learn about the educational program, the
educational goals and objectives of the school system, and his or her own child's progress.  The Board also
encourages parents to participate in activities designed by the schools to involve them, such as parent
conferences, in order to encourage effective communication.

The Hickory Public Schools Parent Involvement Policy applies to the parents, legal guardians, and legal
custodians of students who are under 18 years of age and are not married.  This policy also applies to
parents, legal guardians, and legal custodians of students who are served in the exceptional children
program.

In accordance with the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Title I, section 1118 (2), Hickory Public
Schools will:

A.  Involve parents in the development of the LEA Title I Plan by using the PTA Council members and
provide each school's PTA with opportunities for review of the Plan.

B.  Provide coordination, technical assistance, and other support from various central office departments
to assist schools in planning and implementing parent involvement activities, such as Parent/Child
Reading Nights, that are designed to improve student academic achievement and school performance.

C.  Build capacity for strong parental involvement by:

1.  Helping parents understand national, state, and local standards and expectations through
community-based meetings, and providing to parents printed information in languages represented in
Hickory Public Schools;

2.  Providing materials to parents to help them with their children's education;

3.  Working with school staffs to insure school personnel understand the value of parental
involvement;

4.  Involving parents in all Hickory Public Schools preschool programs and the Parents as Teachers
program;

5.  Insuring that communications are in easy to understand formats;

6.  Including parents on the Hickory Public Schools Curriculum Advisory Council;

7.  Providing opportunities for the schools to conduct programs in the communities;

8.  Providing support based on reasonable parent requests.

D.  Coordinate and integrate parental involvement strategies in the Hickory Public Schools.

E.  Conduct annually with parents a review of this policy and of the strategies for parental involvement
listed in the Title I application.

F.  Insure that parents are always involved in the schools' activities including being a part of each
school's leadership team.
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